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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The next annual meeting of the Council is to be held at the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, beginning Monday morning, 
January 9, and extending through that day and the 10th of 
January, 1922. The various Boards of Education and educa- 
tional associations, as well as the Conference of Church Workers 
in universities, will hold their meetings on the 11th and 12th of 
January. The annual meeting of the Association of American 
Colleges convenes at the Auditorium Hotel on the evening of 
the 12th of January and extends, as usual, to 12 o'clock on 
Saturday, January 14. Careful preparations are now being 
made for the programs of all these various organizations. 



THE GENEVA PLAN— A GOING CONCERN 

0. D. Foster 

For a number of years the Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tion has been conducting student conferences in various parts of 
the United States. These conferences have been wholly under 
the direction and supervision of the Association, which has in 
various ways sought the cooperation of the Denominational 
Boards. This cooperation has not been at times what it should 
have been, due in part to an inadequate appreciation by the 
denominational representatives of the value and purpose of the 
conferences, to the belief that the conferences were not being 
conducted in a way that they could most heartily approve and 
to the impression that the conference executives were not anxious 
to share with the Church Boards the responsibility of building 
and conducting the programs. These and other considerations, 
as well as the lack of mutual understanding in general, made 
complete co-operation difficult. 

The ever enlarging numbers of young men attending these 
conferences have led to a new study being made relative to the 
attitude the boards should take toward them. This study was 
begun last winter in and through a series of informal confer- 
ences between the Association and Board representatives. It 
has resulted in a much better understanding on the part of both 
the Association and the Boards. It was discovered that the chief 
obstacle of the Boards has been their lack of appreciation of the 
opportunities presented in these conferences and that as a con- 
sequence they have not seen fit to make the sacrifice incident to 
attending them and giving their aid throughout the sessions. 
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The study centered largely upon the Geneva conference. 
Out of this grew what has come to be known as " the Geneva 
Plan. ' ' Among the main features of this plan are : 

1 The organization of the Church Representatives under the 
leadership of the Council of Church Boards of Education. 

2 The presence throughout the conference of denomina- 
tional units composed of one representative from each of 
the following Boards: Educational, Home Missions and 
Foreign Missions. 

3 The nominations of the Home Missionary representatives 
by the Home Missions Council were made so that the 
various denominational representatives supplemented 
each other in such a fashion as to provide specialists for 
each of the major interests. (It is further agreed that the 
Foreign Missions Conference will serve in a similar capa- 
city the coming year for the foreign interests.) 

During the last series of conferences the Council of Church 
Boards of Education, co-operating with the Home Missions 
Council and its various homeland constituencies as also the For- 
eign Missions Agencies of the several denominations, with the 
hearty approval of the student department of the Y. M. C. A., 
attempted to apply the method at Geneva, and in modified form 
at Silver Bay, Estes Park and Blue Ridge. As one result, for 
example, it brought to the Geneva Conference for the entire ses- 
sion the following Church representatives : 

Baptist. 

F. Stiffler — Pastor — Board of Education — Religious Education. 

G. A. Huntley — Shanghai Baptist College — Physician. 

A. B. Howells — "West Indies and South America — Home Missions. 

Congregational. 
M . J. Bradshaw — Congregational Education Society — Life 

Work Secretary — Call to Ministry. 
D. J. Perrin — Superintendent, Congregational Home Mission 

Society in South Dakota — Frontier Problems. 
W. L. Beard — American Board President Foochow College — 

Educational and Evangelistic Work. 
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Disciples. 
H. 0. Pritchard — General Secretary Education Board — Relig- 
ious Education. 
J. G. McGaver— Professor of Missions — Both Home and Foreign 
Missions. 

Evangelical. 
E. E. Domm — Professor of Religious Education. 

Friends. 
C. E. Pickett — Candidate Secretary both Home and Foreign and 
Educational Boards. 

Episcopalian. 
Leroy Burroughs — Pastor — Board of Education. 
H. A. McNulty — Missionary China — Principal Academy — Edu- 
cational. 

Lutheran. 
J. B. Markward — Pastor — Board of Education and Home Mis- 
sions. 
Lloyd M. Wallick — Board of Education — Religious Education. 

Methodist. 
J. C. Nate — Board of Education — Religious Education — Min- 
istry. 
C. M. McConnell — Home Missions — Rural Specialist. 
J. H. Lewis — Foreign Missions — Personnel. 

Presbyterian. 
W. PL. Crothers — Student Secretary — Board of Education. 
/. J. Coale — Executive Secretary Presbyterian Council, Balti- 
more Home Missions — Immigrant and City Problems. 
A. W. Moore — Foreign Missions — India — Evangelistic and Vil- 
lage Work — Mass Movement "Work. 

United Presbyterian. 
Hugh, A. Kelsey — Professor of Bible. 

Dutch Reformed. 
W. J. TanKersen — Board of Foreign Missions — Representing 
both Home and Foreign Missions. 

General. 
W. 8. Beard — Home Missions Council — Chairman Committee on 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 



Recruiting Home Missions Force — Specialist on Home Mis- 
sions of interdenominational standpoint. 
0. D. Foster — University and Seminary Secretary of the Council 
of Church Boards of Education — Dean of denominational 
representatives — specialty — religious education and Theologi- 
cal Seminary problems. 
The above named Church representatives, along with their 
dean, the Council appointee, met, as in the case of the other con- 
ferences where the plan was tried, at the conclusion of the con- 
ference and recorded their convictions in certain findings. These 
findings were all brought together by their deans and discussed. 
As a result the following observations and recommendations are 
proposed. 

In view of the fact that the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation has rendered a far reaching service in initiating and 
maintaining student conferences through the years, the Church 
Representatives are glad to express their gratitude for the lead- 
ership of the Association in this significant undertaking. They 
are also glad to convey to the officers of the Association their 
appreciation of the spirit of co-operation manifested by the 
leaders of the various conferences in affording to the Church 
Boards the opportunities for service in the conferences and ap- 
proach to their respective constituencies. Furthermore, they are 
deeply indebted for the excellent accommodations provided the 
representatives of the Boards, as well as for many other courte- 
sies and considerations extended them. 

After attending various conferences and being highly grati- 
fied with the manner in which they are being conducted in gen- 
eral, the deans recommended, in the belief that they may further 
augment the effectiveness of the conferences: 

1. That all the Church Boards whether Educational or Mis- 
sionary be urged to take more seriously their participation in the 
Student Conferences, and that they designate as far in advance 
as possible their most effective representatives and that these be 
expected to remain throughout the Conferences. 

2. That the Council of Church Boards of Education and the 
individual Church Boards be requested to apprise representa- 
tives of their various duties and privileges as early and as com- 
pletely as possible. 
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3. That the method employed this year of introducing 
Church representatives at the opening session of the Conference 
be continued, and that the Dean of Church representatives sit 
daily with the Executive Committee of the Conference, as well 
as be given a place on the program. 

4. That the representatives of the Church Boards of Edu- 
cation be urged to inform themselves of the whole program of 
their respective churches and come provided with proper litera- 
ture. 

5. That the Church Boards of Education secure as far as 
practicable the attendance at the Conference of their student 
pastors in their respective regional conferences, and that these 
student pastors consider seriously the advisability of meeting 
in daily sessions at the Conference to discuss their common prob- 
lems and methods of work. 

6. That the Church Boards of Education along with the 
Home and Foreign Missionary agencies prepare proper confer- 
ence registration cards and develop adequate means of ' ' follow- 
ing up ' ' their delegates at the Conference. 

7. That the " Eetreat " be utilized to give to the Church 
representatives a comprehensive understanding of program and 
methods in order that these representatives, from the beginning, 
may have a full understanding of their duties. 

8. That more diligent study be given to the conduct of the 
Sunday morning hour or hours which may be allotted to the 
church groups, that the maximum value may be attained both as 
to the service and the interview opportunities by the church 
leaders. 

9. That if possible a more effective plan be devised for the 
utilization of the interviews of the church representatives who 
are specialists in the different forms and fields of Christian 
work. 

10. That the representatives of all Boards attending the 
first denominational meeting present the missionary outlook, 
both home and abroad, of their churches, and at the second meet- 
ing the general background and program of their churchly activ- 
ities and peculiar contribution to the world. 

11. That when special aspects of current problems are pre- 
sented on the platform, the leaders most competent to advise 
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should be announced at the time with a word about each, and in- 
troduced if they have not already been introduced and that the 
list should be posted. 

12. That mention be made several days in succession of the 
possibility of interviews in order to interest the delegates who 
arrive late. 

13. That a satisfactory system be developed by which life 
work decisions obtained in interviews may be reported promptly 
to representatives of the churches to which the men belong. 

14. That when mission class leaders, home and foreign, are 
chosen, the program committee consider suitable representatives 
of the Church Boards, so that by leading classes they may have 
larger opportunity of contact with the men. 

15. That the vocational atmosphere of the conferences be 
maintained through life work meetings, institutes, etc. 

16. That home and foreign missions be presented apart 
from the ministry by outstanding men at platform meetings. 

18. That the forum method be extended as far as practica- 
ble. 

19. That serious attention be given to the presentation of 
Christian fundamentals in a manner consistent with modern 
scholarship and learning. 

20. That a question as to denominational connection be 
placed on the enrollment card sent in before the conference 
begins. 

21. That a class or classes be offered to such students as are 
particularly interested in church work as such during the entire 
conference, for the discussion of methods of church work among 
students in university centers. 

22. That the two representatives appointed by the Gouncil 
of Church Boards of Education be members of the committee 
which builds the program of the conferences. One of these men 
should be the university secretary as far as practicable, or the 
Regional Dean of Church representatives, and the other should 
be chosen from the region in which the conference is held. 

23. That there be appointed a committee to co-ordinate the 
nominations of the church representatives at the various confer- 
ences ; said committee to be composed of one representative of the 
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Council of Church Boards of Education, one from the Home 
Missions Council and one representative from the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference. 

24. That the deans secure their personnel through the Edu- 
cational Boards who in addition to appointing their own repre- 
sentatives for the different conferences, also designate two other 
representatives, whom they choose from the nominations made by 
the Home Missions Council and the Foreign Missions Conference 
respectively. 

Note — That when the Church Boards of Education shall 
attempt a similar program in the summer assemblies of the Y. W. 
C. A. that a council, composed of church boards of education, 
the Women's Home and Foreign Missionary Conferences, be 
asked to function as of the men's organization stated above. 

It is believed that the foregoing observations and recommen- 
dations will contribute to the enrichment of the conferences. The 
opportunities are so numerous and the problems so intricate that 
it behooves all to do their very best to attain the maximum results 
for good. The challenge made by these conferences to the various 
boards will be revealed in part by the following table, which 
shows the denominational connections of the students attending 
them this last summer. 

Geneva Silver Blue Seabec Estes Holl- Total 

Denomination Bay Ridge Park ister 

Baptist 56 54 77 25 46 19 277 

Christian* 8 2 12 . . 22 4 48 

Church of Brethren. .7 4 . . . . 6 17 

Congregational 45 61 2 16 25 1 150 

Disciples of Christ*.. 30 1 .. .. .. 2 33 

Evangelical 22 6 .. .. 1 .. 29 

Lutheran 21 19 8 3 4 1 56 

Mennonite 21 . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Methodist 197 85 123 44 74 70 593 

Miscellaneous 14 19 178 . . 5 3 219 

Not given 15 47 .. 25 12 2 101 

Presbyterian 103 89 89 36 42 34 393 

Protestant Episcopal. 11 64 6 1 1 4 87 

Reformed 28 34 .. .. 1 .. 63 

Society of Friends... 11 4 .. 5 6 .. 26 

United Brethren 15 . . . . . . 16 . . 31 

Roman Catholic 17 . . 1 1 . . 19 

Total 604 506 495 156 262 140 2163 

The international aspect is one of unappreciated importance. 
At the Geneva conference, which is but typical, 98 students, in 
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addition to the 604 delegates, came from foreign countries as 
follows : 

China 28 Latin-America ... 12 England 1 

Philippine Islands 26 Africa 2 Canada 1 

India 7 Korea 2 Russia 1 

Japan 15 South Africa 3 

In the total student body at Geneva 109 colleges were repre- 
sented. These students were divided into 40 Bible discussion 
groups, 29% of which maintained perfect attendance through- 
out the conference, while the percentage for the entire camp was 
99.63. 

The American students on registration designated their in- 
tended professions as follows : 

Agriculture 39 Medicine 35 

Association Secretaryship 30 Miscellaneous 13 

Business 51 Ministry 94 

Chemist 7 Missions 42 

Dentist 1 Social & Religious Work 14 

Engineering 68 Teaching 60 

Journalism 12 Undecided 103 

Law 35 

Over one thousand personal interviews were cleared through 
the central bureau and it was estimated that there were as many 
more held outside, thus making a total of approximately two 
thousand. 

One hour each day the Geneva students were divided into 20 
" commissions " or groups to study Association methods. One 
of these groups, 64 in number, studied instead, Methods of 
Church Work, under the able leadership of Professor J. M. Art- 
man of the University of Chicago. All were so highly pleased 
with the results attained in this group that it was not only 
voted to continue the work but to extend it as far as practicable. 

The above statistics, while largely from Geneva, reveal the 
rich field of opportunity afforded by these conferences for the 
church representatives to make helpful friendships with prom- 
ising young men who are now leaders in their respective institu- 
tions and who will soon be leading in many strategic centers and 
lines of human endeavor. It was the general conviction of the 
church representatives attending these conferences that much 
more prayerful consideration should be given these significant 
gatherings and that the best available men should be delegated 
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by the boards to attend them during the entire session. With 
more complete co-operation and greater mutual confidence these 
centers may become even more fruitful in decisions and prepara- 
tion for Christian leadership. 



WHAT THE CHURCH BOARDS OF EDUCATION ARE 

DOING 

R. L. Kelly 

An address delivered at the annual meeting of the International 
Convention of the Disciples of Christ, September, 1921. 

Properly to comprehend what some of the Boards of Edu- 
cation are doing, one must be a believer in miracles. For through 
the providence of God, with the Boards as instruments, blind 
eyes have been opened, deaf ears have been unstopped, and the 
lame have leaped with joy. 

I do not need to go beyond the limits of the recent history 
of the Disciples of Christ for concrete evidence of the truthful- 
ness of my declaration, that is, if you believe a miracle to be the 
triumph of spirit over matter and untoward events. For you 
have demonstrated within the past few months, in meeting your 
Interchurch Underwritings, that the phrase " mere scrap of 
paper " is not in the Disciples' vocabulary. No more heartening 
incident has occurred in recent years than your courageous dis- 
charge of this unwelcome duty. Let us give another concrete 
illustration. 

One year ago the " Christian Education Movement " was 
launched by the Board of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. Here was a constituency of two and one-quarter millions, 
most of whom had serious educational short-sightedness and ears 
dull to the appeal of Christian education. In places educational 
progress was thwarted by jealousies and hostilities. The cause 
of education had not been included in the Centenary Movement. 
Not only was there marked indifference among these people to 
the claims of Christian education, but they were wearied with 
many campaigns and many of their Centenary and other pledges 
were unpaid. As if these were not difficulties enough, the un- 
precedented economic depression intervened. When the cam- 
paign began, cotton was 40 cents per pound; when the period 



